(Received 21st April 1971) In a recent paper, Rood & Weir (1970) suggested that oestrus in Galea musteloides was induced by the male. Modification of oestrus by the male is known to occur in mice (Whitten, 1956) and in voles (Richmond & Conaway, 1969) . Female mice in small groups will show regular oestrous cycles in the absence of a male, and in Mus (Marsden & Bronson, 1964) and Microtus ochrogaster (Richmond & Conaway, 1969) , proximity of the male and exposure of the females to male excreta are sufficient stimuli to initiate oestrus. Richmond & Conaway (1969) Of the thirty-eight females that were isolated from males, six (13 %) had spontaneous periods of oestrus. In the two females which had two periods of (Rood 1970) and in the laboratory (Weir, unpublished) show that the species has a type of behaviour pattern known as a 'chin-rump follow' whereby the male chases the female with his chin on her rump. The intensity of chin-rump following increases as the female approaches oestrus (Rood, 1970) . Examination of the chin of Galea revealed two areas of bare skin (PI. 1, Fig. 1 (Bronson, 1968) .
Whatever the mechanism of action, it seems that the Galea female has a basic ovarian rhythm (shown by the periodicity of random oestrous cycles and EXPLANATION OF PLATE 2 Fig. 2 . Section through the chin gland of a 30-day-old male cuis showing extensive development of sebaceous gland acini. X 48. Fig. 3 . Section through the chin gland of an adult female, at the same magnification as the male gland shown in Fig. 2 . Acinar and total gland development is much less than in the younger male, 48. Fig. 3 
